
The Lincolnshire Wolds is a nationally important and cherished landscape. Much of it was designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in 1973.  Covering an area of 558 square kilometres or 216 square miles, the AONB 
contains the highest ground in eastern England between Yorkshire and Kent, rising to over 150m along its western edge. Rolling chalk hills and areas of sandstone and clay underlie this attractive landscape. The Lincolnshire Wolds have 
been inhabited since prehistoric times and the appearance of the countryside today has been greatly in�uenced by past and present agricultural practices.  A Countryside Service helps to protect and enhance the landscape through 
partnership projects with local farmers, parish councils, businesses and residents of the Wolds.

For more information contact: Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service, Navigation Warehouse, 
Riverhead Road, Louth, Lincolnshire, LN11 0DA Tel: 01522 555780  
Website: www.lincswolds.org.uk  Email: aonb@lincswolds.org.uk        : @LincsWoldsAONB
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Scatters of stone tools are evidence of early human activity Long barrows were Neolithic man's burial sites with many still visible Several hundred Bronze Age round barrows (burial sites) are within the Wolds Changes in farming, climate, disease and famine were all factors 
leading to many settlements being abandoned 

Further changes in farming, and 
creation of field enclosures

Some mining and military 
activity before being 

restored to agriculture

Settlement patterns established. Anglo-Saxon names evident in villages ending with 
'ham' and 'ton'. For the Scandinavian influences in names, look for ending in 'by' and 

'thorpe'.  The first census in 1086 – the Domesday Book

Welcome to

Welton le Wold

Romans left their mark on settlements such as 
Caistor, Horncastle and Ludford, and important 

trade routes are still used today

Communities continued to clear 
trees, leaving it almost as open

as it is today

The name Welton comes from the Saxon term for a settlement where fresh water comes to the 
surface. At least four spring-heads rose between this sign and the bottom of Dark Lane. The 

stream rarely runs dry, so residents were guaranteed a regular supply of clean water.
Welton le Wold received its full name from medieval clerks who needed to distinguish this 

community from Welton near Lincoln and Welton le Marsh.

Why Welton? 

It may not be obvious, but the Welton valley is a key piece of the Ice Age story. 
Imagine, during the last major ice advance, a much stronger stream running with 
spring-melted snow from the frozen hills to your right and cutting steep sides to 
the valley. It slows down as the water reaches a wall of ice straddling its route at 
the left-hand end of the valley. This is a glacier that has spread across the North Sea 
and which will sit here for many centuries. Each summer the stream joins 
meltwater from the ice front in a rush to gouge their way down the Welton Vale. 

The Church of
St Martin

The church stands on the hillside to your right overlooking 
the village. The oldest part is the tower, which dates from 
the early 14th century. The rest of the church was rebuilt 

(dedicated in 1851) by the incumbent, the Rev. Hughes, in 
memory of his 11 year old son, Edmund, who had died as a 

result of a riding accident in November 1848.

Although small, Welton Beck is home to a wide range 
of plants and animals and is one of a small group of 
globally rare chalk streams. Filtered through the chalk 
of the Lincolnshire Wolds, the alkaline water that 
emerges from the spring is ideal for plants such as 
marsh marigold and fool's watercress. This thriving 
plant community is the perfect habitat for important 
invertebrates such as caddis fly and mayfly larvae, 
which, in turn, feed bullheads and brown trout.

As you walk downstream, look out for 
holes in the bank made by water voles. 
You may be lucky enough to see the 
azure-blue of a kingfisher or the 
impressive little egret that often fish 
the stream in winter. Maintained by 
local volunteers for the benefit of 
wildlife, Welton Beck is a good 
example of a healthy chalk stream 
and a village community living in 
harmony.

Lumps & Bumps
The lumps and bumps that you can see over the hedge and in the park behind you are 

the remains of the shrunken village. Low banks mark the edges of former plots. On 
each one stood a house or cottage (toft) with a small garden (the land is all private). 

The population has fluctuated. In 1377 about the same number of people lived here as 
do now, around 100, but in the 1871 census over 350 inhabitants are named.

The parkland is a late 19th century creation and the large roadside trees were planted 
to enhance this. More recently, a multitude of daffodils were planted by the W.I.

We hope you enjoy our valley as much as we do.
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community from Welton near Lincoln and Welton le Marsh.of plants and animals and is one of a small group of 
globally rare chalk streams. Filtered through the chalk 

emerges from the spring is ideal for plants such as 
marsh marigold and fool's watercress. This thriving 
plant community is the perfect habitat for important 
invertebrates such as caddis fly and mayfly larvae, 

Water Vole

Bunkers Lane

Dark Lane This school opened around 1860 to 
educate 120 pupils from Welton and 

the surrounding villages. However 
attendance seldom exceeded 60. In 

1974 with just 13 pupils, it was closed 
and then sold.
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